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Introduction  

 

The role of Turkey under AKP1 rule has become increasingly problematic as Erdoganôs expansionist and 

hegemonic aims have brought instability in Syria, Libya, Nagorno-Karabah while the nationalist and pro-

Islamist propaganda has caused strong tensions and episodes of violence in Europe, such as the aggressions 

perpetrated by the Turkish nationalist group ñGray Wolvesò in late October 2020 against the Armenian 

community, a case that brought French authorities to ban the group. 2 3 4 

In early November, German and international media reported that Turkish extremists sent threatening 

messages to Armenians living in Germany, with a significant increase in concurrence with the Nagorno-

Karabakh war.  5 6 7 

 

In the meantime, Ankaraôs hate propaganda heavily targeted Charlie Hebdo after the new publication of 

satirical cartoons depicting the Muslim prophet Muhammad, as well as Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, 

who accused France of Islamophobia and even reached the point of claiming that French president, 

Emmanuel Macron, needs mental checks. 8 9 10 As if it wasnôt enough, on December 4th, 2020, Erdogan 

stated: ñMacron is trouble for France. With him, France is passing through a very, very dangerous period. 

I hope that France will get rid of Macron trouble as soon as possibleò. 11 12 

 

Erdoganôs rhetorical mix of nationalism and Islamism13 is well known to radicalization analysts, like in the 

spring of 2018 when the website ñClarion Projectò published an article by the title ñErdogan grooming 

child martyrsò, exposing shocking images published by the AKP watch Twitter account, taken inside 

Turkish mosques on Austrian soil, that portrayed minors in military clothes who improvised themselves as 

martyrs with Turkish flags. Such horrifying images came after Turkish president Erdogan had glorified 

child-martyrs and told a six-year-old girl how she would have been covered in a Turkish flag if she had 

died as a martyr, as reported by the New York Times. 14 

 

 
1 Justice and Development Party (Turkish: Adalet ve Kalkēnma Partisi, AKP) 
2 https://lanuovabq.it/it/lione-i-lupi-grigi-turchi-scatenano-la-caccia-allarmeno  
3 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54787028  
4 https://www.rferl.org/a/france-to-ban-turkish-ultranationalist-gray-wolves-after-anti-armenian-activities/30927365.html  
5 https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gray-wolves-extremists-in-germany-threaten-armenian-community-with-murder-

h21170.html  
6 https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2020/11/16/Taner-Akcam/2401998  
7 https://news.am/eng/news/617052.html  
8 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54717587  
9 https://www.timesofisrael.com/as-macron-moves-against-islamists-erdogan-says-he-needs-mental-checks/  
10 https://www.dw.com/en/erdogan-slams-scoundrels-over-charlie-hebdo-cartoon/a-55421236  
11 https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20201205-turkey-s-erdogan-urges-france-to-get-rid-of-macron-populist-rhetoric-waning-

popularity-charlie-hebdo-islamophobic  
12 https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20201204-erdogan-expresses-hope-that-france-will -get-rid-of-macron-as-soon-as-

possible  
13 The term ñIslamismò indicates the transformation of the Muslim faith into a political ideology, based on the concepts of 

ñdivineò and ñsacredò, in order to generate social control and coercion. Such a process requires a literary and de-contextualized 

interpretation of the religious scriptures, and an attempt to make the whole doctrine coherent, systematized and therefore 

devoid of inconsistencies and contradictions. 
14 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-girl-martyr.html  

https://clarionproject.org/erdogan-grooming-child-martyrs/
https://clarionproject.org/erdogan-grooming-child-martyrs/
https://twitter.com/AKP_Watch?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E986195601242062848%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fclarionproject.org%2Ferdogan-grooming-child-martyrs%2F
https://lanuovabq.it/it/lione-i-lupi-grigi-turchi-scatenano-la-caccia-allarmeno
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54787028
https://www.rferl.org/a/france-to-ban-turkish-ultranationalist-gray-wolves-after-anti-armenian-activities/30927365.html
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gray-wolves-extremists-in-germany-threaten-armenian-community-with-murder-h21170.html
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gray-wolves-extremists-in-germany-threaten-armenian-community-with-murder-h21170.html
https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2020/11/16/Taner-Akcam/2401998
https://news.am/eng/news/617052.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54717587
https://www.timesofisrael.com/as-macron-moves-against-islamists-erdogan-says-he-needs-mental-checks/
https://www.dw.com/en/erdogan-slams-scoundrels-over-charlie-hebdo-cartoon/a-55421236
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20201205-turkey-s-erdogan-urges-france-to-get-rid-of-macron-populist-rhetoric-waning-popularity-charlie-hebdo-islamophobic
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20201205-turkey-s-erdogan-urges-france-to-get-rid-of-macron-populist-rhetoric-waning-popularity-charlie-hebdo-islamophobic
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20201204-erdogan-expresses-hope-that-france-will-get-rid-of-macron-as-soon-as-possible
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20201204-erdogan-expresses-hope-that-france-will-get-rid-of-macron-as-soon-as-possible
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-girl-martyr.html


 

 

Austrian authorities consequently took strong measures against seven mosques belonging to the Turkish-

Austrian Islamic Union-ATIB and expelled forty imams. Once again, an enraged Erdogan defined such 

measures as ñracistò and ñIslamophobicò. 15 16 17 

While Turkish religious and propaganda activity in Germany, Austria, and France has been very consistent, 

mainly due to the copious diaspora, and to the historical relations that characterize Turkey and Germany 

since the early 1960s due to the bilateral recruitment agreement, very little is known about Turkish activity 

in Italy, mainly because the Turkish presence in the Country is quite small, if compared to the already cited 

European partners. 

 

According to the latest Italian National Institute of Statistics-ISTAT information, dated up to December 31st 

2019, the number of Turkish citizens resident in Italy amounts to 20,247. Additionally, it is unclear how 

many are not Turks but rather Kurds. 18 

However, Turkish propaganda on Italian soil should not be underestimated as its activity has seen a recent 

increase. While Italy does not have a strong Turkish presence, it is important to keep in mind that both 

Rome and Ankara have been siding with the pro-Ankara GNA in Tripoli and that both countries have strong 

interests in the Tripolitania area. 

In 2019, Italy confirmed itself as Turkey's 5th trading partner and second among European countries. Trade 

reached $ 17.9 billion, with 8.6 billion of Italian exports to Turkey and 9.3 billion of Turkish exports to 

Italy. 19 

 

Besides, due to Erdoganôs link to the Muslim Brotherhood, it is also important to consider the longstanding 

and strong presence and activity of the organization in Italy, with Islamist representatives maintaining 

relations with members of the Italian political arena on both, local and national level. The Muslim 

Brotherhood has in fact been very active in the Country in support of the anti-Assad cause and in favor of 

former Egyptian Islamist President Mohamed Morsy. 

This presence of pro-Muslim Brotherhood activists on Italian soil is of particular interest as several of those 

who operated in favor of the Syrian rebels and Morsy, are now active in Erdoganôs support, as it will later 

be exposed.  

 

1. Turkish Presence in Italy  

Before moving on to indicate the main pro-Turkish actors and activities on Italian soil, it is worth taking a 

look at some figures in order to expose how the number of Turkish citizens in Italy is far smaller if 

compared to other Muslim diasporas such as the ones from Tunisia, Albania, Morocco and Egypt. It is 

therefore interesting to notice how, if on one side the presence of Turkish citizens is quite small, on the 

other side there is consistent political and religious activity in favor of Ankara.  

It is legitimate to speculate that such activity is conducted mainly in the interest of the Turkish State, rather 

than of the Turkish population present on Italian soil. 

The graphs below indicate the number of legal citizens originating from Muslim countries and residing in 

Italy up to December 31st 2019 according to ISTAT figures20: 

 

 
15 https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-

consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faust

ria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f  
16 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-austria-politics-islam-idUSKCN1J40X1  
17 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/08/world/europe/austria-islam-mosques-turkey.html  
18 https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri/turchia/  
19 http://www.infomercatiesteri.it/paese.php?id_paesi=95#slider-2  
20 https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri-2019/  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-austria-politics-islam-idUSKCN1J40X1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/08/world/europe/austria-islam-mosques-turkey.html
https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri/turchia/
http://www.infomercatiesteri.it/paese.php?id_paesi=95#slider-2
https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri-2019/


 

 

 

 
Figure 1 

 

 

 
Figure 2 

 

It is evident how the Turkish presence is very limited if compared to other Muslim countries. 

Within Italy, the five regions with a higher Turkish presence are Lombardy, Emilia-Romagna, Piedmont, 

Liguria, and Lazio: 

 
Figure 3 

 

Among these regions, these cities host over 1,000 Turkish residents: 

 



 

 

 
Figure 4 

 

2. Pro-Turkey actors in Italy  

The strong pro-Turkish propaganda in Italy should not come as a surprise considering the fact that Erdogan 

is now attempting to present himself as the champion and defender of Muslims across the world, exploiting 

religion for specific political objectives pursued by his group of interest, divulging Islamism (also definable 

as ñpolitical Islamò or ñIslamist separatismò, as exposed by French and Austrian authorities) and, among 

other things, aiming to achieve hegemony among the pluralist Muslim community present in the Old 

Continent. 

The two main pro-Turkey actors so far detected in Italy are the well-known transnational Islamist group 

ñMilli Gorusò and the local media website ñLa Luce Newsò (ñThe Lightò), while the Diyanet does not seem 

particularly active on a public level. 

While the first actor is internationally well-known and has been present in Italy since the early 1990s and 

active in the religious and social sector, the second actor is very recent as it only has one year of operativity 

in the media sector, exclusively in Italian language. However, as it will be later exposed, several individuals 

behind ñLa Luce Newsò have a quite long history of Islamist activity. Additionally, relations between the 

two actors have also been reported, as it will later be shown. 

 

3. Milli Gorus  

The religious-political movement Milli Gorus was formed in 1969 by Necmettin Erbakan (full profile of 

the organization available here) and it immediately began to spread among the Turkish immigrant 

community in Western Europe, emphasizing the moral and spiritual strength of Islamic values and 

indicating the decline of the Muslim world as a result of the emulation of Western values and uses 

(including secularism). A perspective already exposed in Egypt in the early 1900s by the Muslim 

Brotherhoodôs leaders Hassan al-Banna and Sayyid Qutb. Milli Gorus also spoke against Zionism and it 

opposed secularism in Turkey, in favor of Pan-Islamism. According to Milli Gorus, the only possible order 

is an Islamic order and any political or social model that deviates from Islam is considered unacceptable 

and despotic. 

As exposed by Gonul Tol and Yasemin Akbaba, Milli Gorus does not exclusively aim to maintain Islamic 

teachings, proclaim the Islamic creed and communicate religious duties resulting from that proclamation, 



 

 

it also addresses all issues regarding Muslims including representing their interests. It has become one of 

the most important religious movements among Turkish immigrants in Western Europe. 21 22 

Two extremely interesting elements underlined by the two researchers are Milli Gorusô will to challenge 

Western values in Germany as well as the organizationôs use of victimization rhetoric: 

 

ñMilli Gorus has developed as a counter-hegemonic force that challenges German societal norms and 

values of, among others, democracy, secularism and gender equality. Building on the economic, social and 

political marginalization of the Muslim community, Milli Gºr¿ĸ has created a sense of victimization among 

its members, which unites them through a sense of common destiny and shared interests. This sense of 

victimization of the Muslim immigrant community by the German society and its institutions legitimized the 

creation of an alternative social space outside the cognitive and institutional structure of German society 

where the dominant culture is challenged and a critical understanding is developed. This critical 

understanding is a manifestation of an already existent counter-hegemonic force and therefore an 

important indicator of the level of radicalismò. 23 

 

4. The Italian Branch of Milli Gorus  

In Italy, Milli Gorus has been active since the early 1990s, initially only in the Lombardy region, with 

various religious and social services offered to Turkish immigrants. In addition to its main center in Milan, 

there are three additional ones active in the cities of Imperia, Como, and Rome. 24 

The website of the organization confirms the date and very briefly indicates its activity: 

ñCISMS (Comunità Islamica Milli Gorus) is the first Turkish association that offers religious service in 

northern Italy since the early 1990s. Initially, the community dedicated itself to prayer and to bring 

immigrants together. In the following years, it also started to offer various services such as social services, 

education, funerary services and much moreò. 25 

Milli Gorusô recall of being the ñfirst Turkish associationò on Italian soil is a reference to other Turkish 

religious organizations active in Italy, such as the ñAlba Intercultural Associationò, related to preacher 

Fetullah Gulen, and the Turkish Sufi confraternity ñJerrahi Halvetiò, whose Italian motherhouse was 

founded by University professor and artist Gabriele Mandel Khan, a renowned strong voice against Islamist 

extremism in Italy and abroad. 26 27 28 

For many years, Milli Gorus maintained a low profile, mainly dealing with issues related to its own 

community, something that makes sense, as explained by Paolo Branca, Islamic Studies professor at the 

Catholic University of Milan, considering that the number of Turkish citizens on Italian soil are very few 

(as previously seen in the charts) and keeping in mind that the linguistic barrier strongly limits its activity 

outside the community. 

It is not a case that, up to date, the Italian Milli Gorus website mainly offers information in the Turkish 

language, and the available material in Italian is very limited. 

However, following Erdoganôs rise to power, the organization gradually began to attract media attention. 

In early 2013, the controversial construction of a mosque by Milli Gorus in Milanôs east side area that was 

 

 
21 ¢ƻƭΣ !ƪōŀōŀΣ άIslamism in Western Europe: Milli Gorus in GermanyέΣ LƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ±ƻƭΦ 
12, Article 6, Year 2016.  Link: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=poliscifac  
22 https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1271&context=etd  
23 Ibid. 
24 https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/  
25 https://www.cismg.net/it/  
26 https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/  
27 http://albassc.org/  
28 http://www.jerrahi.it/  

https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=poliscifac
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1271&context=etd
https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/
https://www.cismg.net/it/
https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/
http://albassc.org/
http://www.jerrahi.it/


 

 

acquired in 2011 by the Turkish association ñE.M.U.G.ò, generated a series of political disputes and 

protests. 29 30 

 

In fact, the area was initially supposed to be used for the construction of a warehouse which later turned 

out to be used as a mosque, but without any reception of the request for a ñchange of useò by Milanôs 

municipal authorities, as exposed at the time by vice-mayor Ada Lucia De Cesaris: 

ñThe issue has nothing to do with religious freedom and the exercise of worship. This is a case of works 

started in deviation from the requests presented: the owner has requested to carry out internal and external 

maintenance works on a property for production purposes without asking for a change of use. Instead, it 

emerged that substantial renovations were underway. It is evident that this is an abuse independent of the 

religious issueò. 31 

 

Up to date, the status of the building remains unclear; in November 2019, the Italian Ministry of Interior 

gave the green light for the site to be included in a regularization plan, causing the protests of the right-

wing opposition. 32 

 

A November 2019 transcription of an Italian Parliament interrogation on the nature of Milanôs Milli Gorus, 

exposes that the cityôs branch was founded on January 16th, 2011. Previously, the same entity was known 

as the ñIslamic Community of Milanò, established in 1994. The headquarters is indicated in a two-floor 

building (both measuring approximately 450 square meters) located in via Maderna. As previously stated, 

the area results as purchased at the end of 2011 by the Turkish association E.M.U.G. 33 34 

 

This acronym stands for ñEuropean Mosque Construction and Supportò and, in order to understand where 

it comes from, it is necessary to look back at the complicated history of Milli Gorus. As explained by 

Ludger Pries and Zeynep Sezgin in ñCross Border Migrant Organizations in Comparative Perspectiveò, 

in 1976 the Turkish Union in Europe was founded as the umbrella organization for local mosques and 

communities. In 1982 the organization renamed itself as the Islamic Union in Europe. In the early 1980s, 

a split within the organization came as a consequence of internal fractures mainly related to political issues, 

and the Union of the New Worldview in Europe (AMGT) was born. In December 1994 it was renamed the 

European Mosque Construction and Support-EMUG and the following month the AMGT was renamed 

Milli Gorus.  EMUGôs role is to manage financial matters and the ones concerning the organizationôs 

property. 35 36 

The current EMUG website states that the association was founded in 1985 with the mission to Muslim 

communities acquire and maintain mosques to promote the existence of Muslim life in Europe. The site 

also indicates that within the last 24 years, EMUG has acquired more than 300 buildings in Germany and 

Europe, which almost exclusively serve as a mosque and/or cultural and educational center. 37 

 

 
29https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/22/news/cupola_e_minareto_a_milano_in_arrivo_la_prima_moschea-

55084462/  
30 https://www.ilgiorno.it/cronaca/2013/03/23/863260-mecenate-milano-minareto-moschea-via-maderna.shtml  
31https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee_l_obiettivo_averne_una_per_l_exp

o-55317260/  
32 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/moschea-ai-turchi-lok-governo-1787261.html  
33https://www.camera.it/leg18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.co

m01.allegati.all00020  
34https://documenti.camera.it/leg18/resoconti/commissioni/bollettini/pdf/2019/11/13/leg.18.bol0273.data20191113.com01.pdf  
35 Pries , Sezgin, ñCross Border Migrant Organizations in Comparative Perspectiveò, (Ruhr University Bochum, 2012), pp.70-

71 
36 https://www.emugev.de/public/en  
37 https://www.emugev.de/public/en/about  

https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/22/news/cupola_e_minareto_a_milano_in_arrivo_la_prima_moschea-55084462/
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/22/news/cupola_e_minareto_a_milano_in_arrivo_la_prima_moschea-55084462/
https://www.ilgiorno.it/cronaca/2013/03/23/863260-mecenate-milano-minareto-moschea-via-maderna.shtml
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee_l_obiettivo_averne_una_per_l_expo-55317260/
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee_l_obiettivo_averne_una_per_l_expo-55317260/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/moschea-ai-turchi-lok-governo-1787261.html
https://www.camera.it/leg18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.com01.allegati.all00020
https://www.camera.it/leg18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.com01.allegati.all00020
https://documenti.camera.it/leg18/resoconti/commissioni/bollettini/pdf/2019/11/13/leg.18.bol0273.data20191113.com01.pdf
https://www.emugev.de/public/en
https://www.emugev.de/public/en/about


 

 

At this point it is unavoidable to make an observation, since the Milan site was purchased by EMUG in 

2011 and the associationôs objective is, as specified in its own website, to acquire and maintain mosques, 

why did the owner of the via Maderna warehouse request to carry out internal and external maintenance 

works on a property for production purposes without asking for a change of use (that would turn the site 

into a worship place), as explained by former Milan vice-mayor De Cesaris? If EMUG buys a construction 

area, the objective of the purchase seems quite obvious. This is an issue that is worth pondering on. 

 

5. Milli Gorusô Italian structure and ideological activity 

The Italian branch of Milli Gorus has its main headquarter in Milan and four additional centers in the cities 

of Como, Imperia, and Rome, all locations with a higher presence of Turkish citizens, as visible in the 

charts previously presented. 

 
Milli Gorus logo   

The president of Milli Gorus in Italy is Osman Duran, a well-known individual within the Italian Islamic 

community. In 2015 Duran had rejected the accusation that the organization was spreading political Islam, 

claiming that Milli Gorus was working for everyoneôs benefit. 38 

The Milli Gorus Italy website indicates its local representatives: for Milan, Ahmet Aydin; for Como, Hasan 

Celik and in Imperia Ismail Sanver. According to an article published by the website in October 2020, 

Sanver replaced Erkan Delice, who had reached the end of his mandate. No information on Romeôs center 
is available. 39 40 41 42 43 

 

 
38 https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2015/01/26/moschea-milano-in-mano-estremisti-replica-accuse-false/1344807/  
39 https://www.cismg.net/haber/cismg-imperia-da-bayrak-degisimi  
40 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Como  
41 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Milano  
42 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Imperia  
43 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Roma  

https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2015/01/26/moschea-milano-in-mano-estremisti-replica-accuse-false/1344807/
https://www.cismg.net/haber/cismg-imperia-da-bayrak-degisimi
https://www.cismg.net/sube/Como
https://www.cismg.net/sube/Milano
https://www.cismg.net/sube/Imperia
https://www.cismg.net/sube/Roma


 

 

 
Osman Duran  

Is Milli Gorus distant from political Islam, as claimed by Duran? According to some of the Facebook posts 

recovered and publicly available, it doesnôt quite seem so. 

For instance, in December 2016 the organizationôs Facebook page published a photo of a Free Syria 

demonstration in Milan where not only Turkish and ñFSAò flags are visible, but also the ones belonging to 

Milli Gorus. 44 45 46 47 

 

              

 
 

In January 2018, a strange post published by the Milli Gorus Imperia Facebook account shows an alleged 

fighter and the comment: ñThe first martyr of Operation Afrin, the FSA fighter Suleyman el Haji of Deir 

Ezzor. Rest in peaceò. 48 

 

 
44 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559255903854  
45 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559259237187  
46 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559249237188  
47 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574583585901421  
48 https://www.facebook.com/IGMGIMPERI/photos/1912149139113642  

https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559255903854
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Two months later, the same account publishes the photo of a Turkish military uniform and the comment: 

òI wish mercy from Allah to our soldiers who were martyred in Afrin, patience for their relatives, and 

urgent healing to our wounded soldiersò. 49 

 
 

On June 18th, 2019 the same account publishes a photo in honor of former Egyptian Islamist President 

Mohamed Morsy. 50 

 
 

 

 
49 https://www.facebook.com/IGMGIMPERI/photos/1933541800307709  
50 https://www.facebook.com/IGMGIMPERI/photos/2262631704065382  
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In October 2020, the Facebook page belonging to Milli Gorus Italy posted several articles that strongly 

criticized the strong measures taken by French President Emmanuel Macron against political Islam. 51 52 

                    
 

At this point, is it credible to state that Milli Gorus is not active in political propaganda? It seems that the 

organizationôs Italian branch goes far beyond the religious aspect, fully embracing pro-Turkish positions, 

therefore falling into the trap of the so called ñpolitical Islamò. 

 

6. La Luce News (ñThe Lightò News) and its connection to Turkey 

In the second half of 2019 a new website in Italian language entered the non-mainstream scene to provide 

news with a perspective that is neither aligned with the Atlantic positions nor with the nationalist and 

identity-driven vision that looks towards Moscow. 

This is clearly stated in a long article published by the website on October 3rd 2020 to celebrate one year of 

activity: 

 ñOn the front of international relations, press and local politics are divided between adherence to the 

Atlantic position in a progressive sauce cloaked in a phony discourse on democracy and human rights, and 

on the other hand, a confused pro-Russian and pro-Trumpian vision that sees in Putin an idol of the strong 

man and the ñdefense of European identityò, instead of having a real geopolitical awarenessò. 

However, a few lines down, La Luce News brings forward what they define as ñpopular and democratic 

movementsò active in the Arab world and the objective of viewing events in the Middle East and the 

Mediterranean with ña different perspectiveò. 

A couple of lines further down, the website writes: 

 

ñéto be more explicit, our constant report on the repression of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt ensures 

that this painful reality is not forgotten in Italy. This is why we have chosen Mohamed Morsi as the man of 

the year 2019, a symbol of the fight against a tyranny that afflicts the Arab-Islamic worldò. 

In the successive paragraph, the website points the finger against the ñallianceò between Israel, Egypt, 

UAE, and the Gulf States before moving on to the most interesting part of the article, the pro-Turkey vision: 

 

 
51 https://perspektif.eu/2020/10/06/macron-a-tepkiler-buyuyor-aciklamalar-endise-

verici/?fbclid=IwAR2SU9YOLwO1GcRrsadPAY2fEo9gpBuJ_HdWlqvgilqiARfKHBKytZ8dTPg  
52 https://camiahaber.com/2020/10/06/igmg-genel-baskani-ergun-macronun-aciklamalari-endise-

verici/?fbclid=IwAR0VTdxHQGj0z6r6soH28mHovxp0LUldkuJdImPBL5ufX1ZKnpOourA4y0w  
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ñHere is where Turkey moves in, averting a danger that would have further compromised the stability of 

the area and Italian interests. We have closely observed the re-emergence of the Turkish power, first 

indicating the need for Italy to find a strategic partner in Ankaraòé 

And again: 

 

ñRealizing the full potential of the rebirth of what was the cornerstone of the Ottoman Empire and the 

implications for the world and for our country, we have tried to give Turkey an image of truth to remedy 

the short-sighted Turcophobic propaganda spread by most of our mediaò. 53 

While the content speaks for itself, it remains unclear how Italy would benefit from an alliance with Turkey. 

However, the most interesting part of the whole issue is to see how La Luce News shows no hesitancy in 

declaring its pro-Muslim Brotherhood and pro-Turkish stance. Something that should not come as a 

surprise, as it will soon be exposed. 

 

In order to see the ideological line of the website, it is useful to take a look at the articles published between 

October 1st and December 11th 2020, most of which either cover Turkish foreign policies, the Nagorno-

Karabakh fighting between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and the French measures against Islamism (See 

Appendix 1 for a list of articles). 

On December 2nd, the website published an article against the killing of Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen 

Fakhrizadeh, and accusing the ñZionist Stateò of being able to conduct such actions with ñimpunityò. 54 

On December 11th, an article signed by Roberto Hamza Piccardo compares a new French de-radicalization 

law to ñconcentration camps for Muslimsò on French soil, also referring to administrative detention already 

perpetrated in ñoccupied Palestineò. 55 

 

7. The team and its connections to political Islam 

To properly understand the relations between La Luce News and the Italian political Islam area two steps 

must be taken: firstly, it is necessary to outline the management of the news site and some of the 

contributors; secondly, it is essential to take a look at their activist background. 

As indicated on the website, the management is under the direction of the brothers Davide and Gabriele 

Piccardo, respectively editing director and managing director. 

The two are the sons of Roberto Hamza Piccardo, former member of the UCOII directive and former 

spokesman for the European Muslim Network, whose presidency at the time was help by Tariq Ramadan. 

The Piccardo family is based in Imperia, one of the cities where Milli Gorus maintains a strong presence. 
56 57 

UCOII has often been indicated as directly or indirectly linked to the Muslim Brotherhood. The 

organization claimed that such ties are limited to the personal militancy of some individuals and its 

management relates more closely to other groups such as the European Council for Fatwa and Research, 

European Islam, scholars like the Mufti of Egypt Ali Gomaa, Tariq Ramadan. However, it is important to 

keep in mind that the European Council for Fatwa and Researchôs leader is Yusuf al-Qaradawi, the leading 

ideologue of the Muslim Brotherhood, while Ali Gomaa is also a member of the organization. 

Additionally, it is essential to recall that On June 12th, 2020, the Secretary-General of the Great Mosque 

of Rome, which is also the headquarter of the ñIslamic Cultural Center of Italy-CCIIò, Dr. Abdellah 

Redouane, published a long statement on the organizationôs Facebook page, accusing the UCOII of 

 

 
53 https://www.laluce.news/2020/10/03/un-anno-di-luce-tutto-controcorrente/  
54 https://www.laluce.news/2020/12/02/con-fakhrizadeh-continua-la-strage-di-scienziati-iraniani-in-totale-impunita/  
55 https://www.laluce.news/2020/12/11/in-francia-campi-di-concentramento-per-i-musulmani-ce-la-proposta-di-legge/  
56 https://www.libriislam.it/book-author/hamza-roberto-piccardo/  
57 http://www.fiabastrocca.it/hamza-roberto-piccardo.html  
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disseminating falsehood and being part of the Muslim and its historical president, Syrian doctor 

Mohammed Nour Dachan, of being ñthe founder of the Muslim Brotherhood in Italyò, as already exposed 

by the Italian media and by the ITCT. 58 59 60 61 62 

 

Going back to La Luce News, while Gabriele Piccardo is an active journalist who has been writing for local 

news in Imperia, his brother Davide is well-known for his pro- Morsy and pro-Erdogan activism, which 

was widely documented by the Italian media. 63 64 65 66 67 68 

Back in July 2014, the Italian Jewish community was enraged by a Facebook post written by Davide 

Piccardo (who was at the time Caim Coordinator) concerning the clashes occurring outside a Paris 

synagogue during a pro-Palestinian demonstration. The post said ñè finita la pacchiaò (the good time is 

finished).  

Piccardo later explained that what he really meant was that ñthe time of indifference is finally over, that 

sensibility and solidarity towards Palestine is growing and that those who support Israelôs wars will have 

to deal with thisò. 69 70 

 

Davide Piccardo in activity 

           
 

 

 
58 https://itct.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Muslim-Brotherhood-in-Italy.pdf  
59 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/grande-moschea-roma-allucoii-siete-fratelli-musulmani-1869880.html  
60 https://www.centromachiavelli.com/2020/07/07/grande-moschea-redouane-ucoii-fratelli-musulmani/  
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62 https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/moschea-di-roma-accusa-ucoii-vicini-a-fratelli-musulmani-islam-in-italia-si-

spacca/2035731/  
63 https://www.imperiapost.it/author/gabriele  
64 https://www.tempi.it/i-milanesi-devono-sapere-chi-sono-i-musulmani-con-cui-tratta-pisapia-per-la-moschea/  
65 https://www.progettodreyfus.com/davide-piccardo-difende-estremista-suwaidan/  
66 https://www.focusonisrael.org/2016/05/19/milano-davide-piccardo-caim-invita-tariq-ramadan-tra-fratelli-musulmani-

evidentemente-ce-intesa/  
67 https://lanuovabq.it/it/una-moschea-per-tutti-solo-per-i-fratelli-musulmani  
68 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/ecco-i-legami-segreti-moschee-milanesi-e-fratelli-musulmani-1014808.html  
69 https://www.milanotoday.it/politica/palestina-israele-pacchia-piccardo.html  
70 https://milano.corriere.it/notizie/cronaca/14_luglio_17/quel-post-istiga-all-odio-tensione-ebrei-musulmani-7d75d08e-0d7e-

11e4-9f11-cba0b313a927.shtml  
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Davide Piccardo and Tariq Ramadan 

 

Among La Luce News contributors, it is also possible to find several other interesting profiles, including 

Davideôs already cited father Roberto Hamza Piccardo; Italian intellectuals Michelangelo Guida and 

Giuseppe Mancini, who have studied in Turkey and have also shown an extensive interest in Erdogan; 

Sante Ciccarello, Islamic Relief Worldwide Governance Manager; Carlo Delnevo, father of Giuliano 

Delnevo, Italian convert and foreign fighter who died in Syria in 2013 during the Qusayr battle). 71 

Among those who used to appear in the team page, but is currently not listed anymore, was Omar Abdel 

Aziz, who had been photographed and filmed next to Muslim Brotherhood member Salah Sultan in the 

summer of 2013 in Cairoôs Rabaa al-Adawiyya square, during the pro-Morsy protests. Sultan is a well-

known Islamist activist with a long history of making extremist and antisemitic statements and a former 

member of the Morsy government. 72 73 74 75 

 

 

 
71https://genova.repubblica.it/cronaca/2015/12/02/news/_del_nevo_non_era_reclutatore_archiviata_inchiesta_sul_genovese_m
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Omar and Ahmed Abdel Aziz with Salah Sultan at the Alleanza Islamica HQ in Milan 

 

Omarôs brother, Ahmed, was Internal Relations Responsible for Coordinamento Associazioni Islamiche di 

Milano-CAIM, whose coordinator still seems to be La Luce Newsôediting director Davide Piccardo. 

CAIMôs current president is Osman Duran, who is also Milli Gorusô regional director, as previously seen. 

The designation was even celebrated with an article published on Milli Gorusô website in 2017. 76 77 

Ahmed Abdel Aziz was also coordinator for a former pro-Morsy committee known as Comitato Libertà e 

Democrazia per lôEgitto (Freedom and Democracy for Egyptò) and whose headquarter was located at the 

same address where Alleanza Islamica dôItalia (Islamic Alliance of Italy) was based. Now, Alleanza 

Islamica was included in a blacklist of terror groups designated in 2015 by the United Arab Emirates (no. 

39). 78 79 
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Screenshots taken from the Freedom and Democracy Committee for Egypt 

 

 

8. The relations with Milli Gorus  

At this point, it is essential to outline the connections between La Luce News and Milli Gorus, which once 

again bring to surface the role of the Piccardo family.  

In October 2019, Milli Gorus Milan representatives and regional president Osman Duran were at the 

inauguration of La Luce News with editing director Davide, who was indeed a frequent speaker at the 

organizationôs events. Additionally, his father Roberto also appears with the Milli Gorus leadership. As 

already cited, the organization maintains an historically strong presence in Imperia, where the family is 

based. It is also important to recall once again how Osman Duran covers presidency both at CAIM and 

Milli Gorus. 

 

 
Davide and Roberto Piccardo with Italian Milli Gorus representatives, including Osman Duran 

 

It is clear how the pro-Turkey ideological propaganda is being carried out through both the religious and 

the media channel. After all, neither Milli Gorus nor La Luce News make such a mystery about it. While 

the first one candidly publishes posts on its social media pages, the new website clearly indicates in written 

form its pro-Turkey position: 

 


