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Introduction

The role ofTurkeyunderAKP:r ul e has become increasingly pro
hegemonic aims have brought instability in Syridoyla, NagornoKarabahwhile the nationalist and pro
Islamist propaganda has caused strong tensions and episodes of violence in Europe, sagdrassioas
perpetrated by the GrayWklies hi nat aberalOcsbbgroap:
community, a casthat brought French authorities to ban the greup.

In early November, German and international media reported that Turkish extremists sent threate
messages to Armenians living in Germany, with a significant increase in concurrence witgoneoN
Karabakh war.se”

I n the meanti me, Ankar ao sCharleetHebdapterothp aew aubldation lofe &
satirical cartoons depictirthe Muslim prophet Muhammadas well as TurkislPresident Tayyigerdogan,
who accused France of Islamophobia and even reached the point of claiming that French presi
Emmanuel Macron, needs mental cheeks.As i f it wasno6t '@ aoaoyEdogan o |
s t a tMaalon is fiiouble for France. With hirkrance is passing through a very, very dangerous period.
| hope that France will get rid of Macron trouble as soon as possible

Erdogands r maionalisnamdlglamisntiiswellkfiown to radicalization analystike in the
spring of 2018 whem he website ACI ari on Pr oj ekErdogan graomihgi s
child martyr® e X phockimgringages published by tR&P watch Twitter account, taken inside
Turkish mosques on Austrian soil, that portrayed minors in military clothes who improvised themselve:s
martyrs with Turkish flagsSuch horrifying images came after Turkish president Erdogan had glorifies
child-martyrs and told ais-yearold girl how she would have been covered in a Turkish flag if she hac
died as a martyr, as reported by the New York Times.

Justice and Development Party (Turkish: Adalet ve Kalk
2 https://lanuovabq.it/it/lioné-lupi-grigi-turchi-scatenanda-cacciaallarmeno

3 https://www.bbocom/news/worldeurope54787028

4 https://www.rferl.org/a/francgo-banturkish-ultranationalistgray-wolvesafteranti-armeniaractivities/30927365.html

5 https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gtaglves extremistsin-germanythreatesarmeniancommunity-with-murdee
h21170.html

6 https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2020/11/16/Taieram/2401998

7 https://news.am/eng/ney@d. 7052.html

8 https://www.bbc.com/news/wordurope54717587

9 https://www.timesofisrael.com/asacronmovesagainstislamistserdogapsayshe-needsmentaichecks/

10 https://www.dw.com/en/erdogasiamsscoundrelsovercharliehebdocartoon/as5421236

11 hitps:/iwww.rfi.fr/len/france/20201206&irkey-s-erdoganurgesfranceto-getrid-of-macronpopulistrhetoricwaning
popularitycharliehebdeislamophobic

12 hitps://www.france2.com/en/middleeast/20201204rdogarexpressedopethatfrancewill -getrid-of-macronrassoonas

possible
BThe t er m iidicatds thetiarssforination of the Muslim faith intpdditical ideology, based on the concepts of
Adi vined and fAsacredod, in order to generat e s aaniexublized o n

interpretation of the religious scriptures, and an attempt to make the whole doctrérent, systeatized and therefore
devoid of inconsistencies and contradictions
14 https://www.nvtimes.com/2018/02/26/worl%/europe/tuFleedoqaﬂqirl—martvr.html
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https://clarionproject.org/erdogan-grooming-child-martyrs/
https://clarionproject.org/erdogan-grooming-child-martyrs/
https://twitter.com/AKP_Watch?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E986195601242062848%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fclarionproject.org%2Ferdogan-grooming-child-martyrs%2F
https://lanuovabq.it/it/lione-i-lupi-grigi-turchi-scatenano-la-caccia-allarmeno
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54787028
https://www.rferl.org/a/france-to-ban-turkish-ultranationalist-gray-wolves-after-anti-armenian-activities/30927365.html
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gray-wolves-extremists-in-germany-threaten-armenian-community-with-murder-h21170.html
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/gray-wolves-extremists-in-germany-threaten-armenian-community-with-murder-h21170.html
https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2020/11/16/Taner-Akcam/2401998
https://news.am/eng/news/617052.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54717587
https://www.timesofisrael.com/as-macron-moves-against-islamists-erdogan-says-he-needs-mental-checks/
https://www.dw.com/en/erdogan-slams-scoundrels-over-charlie-hebdo-cartoon/a-55421236
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20201205-turkey-s-erdogan-urges-france-to-get-rid-of-macron-populist-rhetoric-waning-popularity-charlie-hebdo-islamophobic
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20201205-turkey-s-erdogan-urges-france-to-get-rid-of-macron-populist-rhetoric-waning-popularity-charlie-hebdo-islamophobic
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20201204-erdogan-expresses-hope-that-france-will-get-rid-of-macron-as-soon-as-possible
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20201204-erdogan-expresses-hope-that-france-will-get-rid-of-macron-as-soon-as-possible
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/world/europe/turkey-erdogan-girl-martyr.html

Austrian authorities consequently tostkong measures against seven mosques belonging Taitkish
Austrian Islamic UniorATIB and expelled forty imamgnce again, an enraged Erdogan defined such
measures as fAracisstro and Al sl amophobico.

While Turkishreligious angropaganda activity in Germany, Austi@ad France has beeary consistent,
mainly due to the copious diasppamdto the historical relations that characterize Turkey and Germany
since the early 1960s due to the bilateral recruitment agreement, very little is known about Turkish acti
in Italy, mainlybecauséhe Turkish presence in the Countryistesmall if compared to the already cited
European partners.

According to the latestalian National Institute of StatistieksSTATinformation, dated up to December'31
2019, the number of Turkish citizens resident in Italy amounts to 20,247. Additionally, it isrummiea
many are not Turks but rather Kurds.

However, Turkish propaganda on Italian soil should not be underestimated as its activity has seen a ri
increase. While Italy does not have a strong Turkish presence, it is important to keep in minchthat |
Rome and Ankara have been siding with theAmn&ara GNAIn Tripoli and that both countries have strong
interests in the Tripolitania area.

In 2019, Italy confirmedself as Turkey's 5th trading partner and second among European colméks.
reached $ 17.9 billion, with 8.6 billion of Italian exports to Turkey and 9.3 billion of Turkish exports t
Iltaly. »

Besidesdue toE r d o g a n 6 sMuslim Brkthethaodittiskalso important to consider the longstanding
and strong presence and activit the organizationn Italy, with Islamist representatives maintaining
relations with members of the Italigoolitical arenaon both, local and national levelhe Muslim
Brotherhood has in fact been very active in the Country in support of thédssdd cause and in favor of
former Egyptian Islamigtresident Mohamed Morsy.

This presence of prMuslim Brotherhood activists on Italian soil is of particular interest as seVatase
who operated in favor of the Syrian rebels an
be exposed.

1. Turkish Presencen ltaly

Before moving on to indicate the main prarkish actors and activities on Italian soil, iwerth taking a
look at some figures in order to expose how the number of Turkish citizens in Italy is far smaller
compared to other Muslim diasporas such as the ones from Tunisia, Albania, Morocco andt kEgypt.
therefore interestingp notice how, ifon one side theresence offurkish citizenss quite small, on the
other side there isonsistenpolitical andreligious activityin favor of Ankara.

It is legitimate to speculate that such activity is conducted mainly in the interest of the Tuakeshe®her
than of the Turkish population present on Italian soil.

The graphs below indicate the number of legal citizens originating from Muslim countries and residing
ltaly up to December 312019 according to ISTAT figures

15 https://www.washingtongst.com/gdpr
consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2fau
ria-shutsdownseveamosquesn-whatit-saysis-just-the-beginningof-a-crackdown%2f
16 https://www.reuters.com/articleAsistriapolitics-islamidUSKCN1J40X1
7 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/08/world/europe/aussiam-mosquegurkey.html
18 hitps://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadustranieri/turchia/
19 http://www.infomercatiesteri.it/paese.php?id_paesi=95#skder
20 https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/dddini-stranieri2019/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fnews%2fworldviews%2fwp%2f2018%2f06%2f08%2faustria-shuts-down-seven-mosques-in-what-it-says-is-just-the-beginning-of-a-crackdown%2f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-austria-politics-islam-idUSKCN1J40X1
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/08/world/europe/austria-islam-mosques-turkey.html
https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri/turchia/
http://www.infomercatiesteri.it/paese.php?id_paesi=95#slider-2
https://www.tuttitalia.it/statistiche/cittadini-stranieri-2019/

Muslim country of origin Total number

Morocco '432,458
Bangladesh '148,8?2
Egypt "136,113
Pakistan "127,101
Senegal "111,380
Tunisia 98,321
Turkey 0,247
Figurel
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Figure2

It is evident how the Turkish presence is very limited if compared to other Muslim countries.
Within Italy, thefive regions witha higherTurkish presence are Lombardy, EmiR@magna, Piedmont
Liguria, and Lazio:

Region Total number
Lombardy '?',3?2
Emilia-Romagna 3,182
Piedmont 2,623
Liguria 1,529
Lazio 1,417

Figure3

Among these regions, thecities hostover 1,000 Turkish residents
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City Region Total number

Milan Lombardy '2,9?1

Como Lombardy 5,056

Modena Emilia-Romagna ':L?EQ

Imperia Liguria r1,386

Turin Piedmont '1,223

Rome Lazio IIF1,19-'ﬂf
Figure4

2. Pro-Turkey actors in Italy

The strong prelurkish propaganda in Italy should not come as a surprise considering the fact that Erdo
is now attempting to present himself as the champion and defender of Muslims across the world, explo
religion for specifigolitical objectives pursued by his group of interest, divulging Islamism (also definabl

as fApolitical |l sl amo or Al sl amist separ aamong mo
other things,aiming to achieve hegemony among the pluraisisiim community present in the Old
Continent.

The two main preTurkey actorsso fardetected in Italy are the wekhown transnational Islamist group
fiMilliGorusb and t he | ocdalucelNendi & it Wha bwhleithg Diyane) does not seem
particularly active on a public level.

While the first actor is internationally wethown and has been present in Italy since the early 1990s an
active in the religious and social sector, the second actor is very recent as it only has onapgeatidiy

in the media sector, exclusively in Italian language. However, as it will be later exposed, several individt
behind ALa Luce Newso0 have a Addiionally relations betwken the o
two actors have also been reportasl it will later be shown

3. Milli Gorus

The religiouspolitical movemenMilli Gorus was formed in 1969 biMecmettin Erbakaifull profile of

the organization available here) and it immediately began to spread among the Turkish immigt
community in Western Europemphasing the moral and spiritual strength of Islamialuesand
indicating the decline of the Muslim world asresult of the emulation of Western values and uses
(including secularism). A perspective already exposed in Egypt in the early 1900s by the Mus
Br ot her hood6s -Bamaaha Sagyid Quibs Mila Gorua dlso spoke against Zionism and i
oppose secularism in Turkey, in favor of Péslamism.According to Milli Gorus, the only possible order

is an Islamic order andhg political or social model that deviates from Islarconsidered unacceptable
and despotic.

As exposed by Gonul Tol anhsemin Akbaba, Milli Gorus ds not exclusively ainto maintain Islamic
teachingsproclaim the Islamic creed and communicate religious duties resulting from that proclamatic
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it also addresses all issues regarding Muslims including representing thesiglt hasbecome one of
the most important religious movements amdaogkish immigrantsn Western Europe:

Two extremely interesting elements undeditey t he t wo researchers ar ¢
Western values in Germaag wellas t he or g a wictimiaationrbetodcs use of

fiMilli Gorus has developed as a coureegemonic force that challenges German societal norms anc
values of, among others, democracy, secularism and gender egBaiithng on the economic, social and
political marginalization of the Muslim commu
its members, which unites them through a sense of common destiny and shared interests. This sel
victimizatian of the Muslim immigrant community by the German society and its institutions legitimized t
creation of an alternative social space outside the cognitive and institutional structure of German soci
where the dominant culture is challenged and a @itionderstanding is developed. This critical
understanding is a manifestation of an already existent coinggemonic force and therefore an
important indicator of the level of radicaligns

4. The Italian Branch of Milli Gorus

In Italy, Milli Gorus has ken activesince the early 1990sitially only in the Lombardy region, with
various religious and social services offered to Turkish immigrants. In addition to its main center in Mil:
there are three additional ones active in the citigmpéria, Compand Rome»

The website of the organization confirms the date and very briefly indicates its activity:

ACISMS (Comunita Islamica Milli Gorus) is the first Turkish association that offers religious service |
northern Italy since the early9B0s. Initially, the community dedicated itself to prayer and to bring
immigrants together. In the following yeaitsalso started to offer various services such as social services
education, funerary services and much ndore

Mi || Gorbedbngethkl ABfrst Turkish associati on
religious organizations active in Italy, such hset A Al ba | nt er cul t u pradcherAs
Fetull ah Gul en, and the Tuvé&itsbd, Swhoseohfaht

founded by University professor and artist Gabriele Mandel Khan, a renowned strong voice against Isla
extremism in Italy and abroadz

For many years, Milli Gorus maintained a low profile, mainly dealing vggiues related to its own
community, something that makes sense, as explained by Paolo Beleré; Studies professait the
Catholic University of Milan, considering that the number of Turkish citizens on Italian soil are very fe
(as previously seeim the charts) and keeping in mind that the linguistic barrier strongly limits its activity
outside thecommunity.

It is not a case that, up to date, the Italian Milli Gorus website mainly offers informatiba Turkish
language, and the available m&ikm Italian is very limited.

However, following Erdoganés rise to power, t
In early 2013, the controversial construction of a mosque by Milli Gorisiin  a n &ideareadhsittwas

A¢ 2t 3 ! I3lanism in Western Europe: Milli Gorus in GerrdaBy Ly G SNRA & OALX Ay I NBE W2 dzNJY/ |
12, Article 6, Year 2016. Litktps://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&¢ext=poliscifac

22 https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1271&context=etd

23 |bid.

24 https://cesnur.com/lislasa-i-movimentidi-matriceislamicain-italia/organizzazionmusulmaneurchein-italia/

25 https://www.cismg.net/it/

26 hitps://cesnur.com/lislare-i-movimentidi-matriceislamicain-italia/organizzaziormusulmaneurchein-italia/

27 http://albassc.org/

28 http://www.jerrahi.it/ .
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https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=poliscifac
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1271&context=etd
https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/
https://www.cismg.net/it/
https://cesnur.com/lislam-e-i-movimenti-di-matrice-islamica-in-italia/organizzazioni-musulmane-turche-in-italia/
http://albassc.org/
http://www.jerrahi.it/

acquiredi n 2011 by t he TMU.GG geherated & seres of palitwal dispukes and
protestsz=

In fact, the area waisitially supposed to be used for the construction of a warehouse which later turn
out to be used as a mosque, Without any reception aher e quest f or a HAchan
municipal authorities, as exposed at the time by-megor Ada Lucia De Cesaris:

fiThe issue has nothing to do with religious freedom and the exercise of worship. This is anage of
started in deviation from the requests presented: the owner has requested to carry out internal and exte
maintenance works on a property for production purposes without asking for a change of use. Instea
emerged that substantial renovatiomere underway. It is evident that this is an abuse independent of th
religious issue =

Up to date, the status of the building remains unclear; in November 2019, the Italian Ministry of Inter
gave the green light for the site to be included in a regularization plan, causing the protests of-the ri
wing opposition:

A November019tras cr i pti on of an I talian Parliament i
exposes that the cityods branch was founded on
astheiil sl ami ¢ Community of THWeéheaqnattesis mdicatedhnlaitvalboe d
building (both mesuring approximately 450 squaresters) located in via Maderras previously stated,
the area results as purchased at the end of 2011 by the Turkish association E:M.U.G.

Thisacr ony m <sturapeath Mosdue Consfruction and Supporta nd, i n order t
it comes from, it is necessary to look back at the complicated history of Milli Gorus. As explained
Ludger Pri es an GrosZ BoydardMmraregangations in Gombarative Perspective

in 1976 theTurkish Union in Europavas founded athe umbrella organization for local mosques and
communities. In 1982 the organization renamed itself atstamnic Union in Europeln the early 198Qs

a split within the organization came as a consequence of internal fractures mainly related to palégal iss
and the Union of the New Worldview in Europe (AMGT) was born. In December 1994 it was renamed"
European Mosque Construction and SupgeMUG and the following month the AMGT was renamed
Mi || i Gor us. EMUGOGs role ihe boemacmageefnhnag
property.s:

The current EMUG website states that the associatas founded in 198&ith the mission taviuslim
communities acquirand maintain mosques to promote the existence of Muslim life in Eufbgesite
aso indicates thawithin the last 24 years, EMUG has acquired more than 300 buildings in Germany a
Europe, which almost exclusively serve as a mosqu@aaditural and educational center.

2nttps://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/22/news/cupola_e minareto_a_milano_in_arrivo_la_prima_-moschea
55084462/
30 https://www.ilgiorno.it/cronaca/2013/03/23/86326®&cenataenilano-minaretemoscheavia-maderna.shtmi
3thttps://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee | obiettivo_averne_una_per |
0-55317260/
32 hitps://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/moscheaaturchi-lok-governe1787261.html
33https://www.camera.it/leq18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.cc
mO1.allegati.all00020
34https://documenti.camera.it/leg18/resoconti/commissioni/bollettini/pdf/2019/11/13/leg.18.bol0273.data20191113.comOL.f
5Pries,Sezgini Cr oss Border Migrant Pemgsmpeé(RuaitUnieisity Bochum,QGl2),p@40 a t
71
36 https://www.emugev.de/public/en
37 https://www.emugev.de/public/en/about .
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https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/22/news/cupola_e_minareto_a_milano_in_arrivo_la_prima_moschea-55084462/
https://www.ilgiorno.it/cronaca/2013/03/23/863260-mecenate-milano-minareto-moschea-via-maderna.shtml
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee_l_obiettivo_averne_una_per_l_expo-55317260/
https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2013/03/25/news/milano_un_nuovo_piano_moschee_l_obiettivo_averne_una_per_l_expo-55317260/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/moschea-ai-turchi-lok-governo-1787261.html
https://www.camera.it/leg18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.com01.allegati.all00020
https://www.camera.it/leg18/824?tipo=A&anno=2019&mese=11&giorno=13&view=&commissione=01#data.20191113.com01.allegati.all00020
https://documenti.camera.it/leg18/resoconti/commissioni/bollettini/pdf/2019/11/13/leg.18.bol0273.data20191113.com01.pdf
https://www.emugev.de/public/en
https://www.emugev.de/public/en/about

At this point it is unavoidable to make abservation, since the Milan site was purchased by EMUG in
20l1land the associationds objective i s, as spec
why did the ownerof the via Madernavarehouseequesto carry out internal and externalaintenance
works on a property for production purposes without asking for a change @haseould turn the site
into a worship placepgs explained by former Milan viaeayor De Cesarisif EMUG buys a construction
area, the objective of the purchas®ms quite obvious. This is ssue that is worth pondering on.

5. Mi | | i Gor us 6 | tidebloggahactzyityr uct ur e and

The Italian branch of Milli Gorukas its main headquarter in Milan and four additional centers in the citie
of Como, Imperiaand Rome, all locations with a higher presence of Turkish citizens, as visible in tt
charts previously presented.

CIShIC

Milli Gorus logo

The president of Milli Gaus in Italy is Osman Duran, a wédhown individual within the Italian Islamic
community In 2015 Duran had rejected the accusation that the organization was spreading political Isl
claiming that Milli Gorus ®was working for eve
The Milli Gorus Italy website indicates its local representatives: for Milan, Ahmet Aydin; for Como, Hasa
Celik andin Imperia Ismail SanverAccording to an article published by the website in October 2020.
Sanver replaced Erkan Delice, who had reached thefdmnis mandatdNo i nf or mati on o
is available s

38 hitps://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2015/01/26/moschedano-in-mancestremistireplicaaccusefalse/1344807/
39 https://www.cismg.net/haber/cisrigperiadabayrakdegisimi
40 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Como
41 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Milano
42 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Imperia
43 https://www.cismg.net/sube/Roma .
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Osman Duran

Is Milli Gorus distant from political Islam, as claimed Durarf? According to sme of the=acebook posts
recovered and publicly availablet doesnésb. quite seem

For i nstance, i n December 2016 t daphotooof afFreen Syrzaa t
demonstration in MilanSAhétagsotarenhy sTbi lei sl
Milli Gorus. « s+

Milli Gorus flags @

XL f -

Comunita Islamica Milli Gorus-Italia

Qo

con Abdulkadir Celik

In January 2018, a strange post published by the Milli Glonpgria Facebook account shows an alleged
fighter andThefirsg maty of @eeration Afrin, the FSA fighter Suleyman el Haji of Deir
Ezzor. Rest in peages

44 hitps://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559255903854
45 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559259237187
46 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574559249237188
47 https://www.facebook.com/cismg/photos/1574583585901421
48 https://www.facebook.com/IGMGIMPERI/photos/1912139113642
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Comunita Islamica Milli Gorus-Italia
28 Fabbraio - @

#dlib

’ CISMG GT imp

IGMG - Islamische Gemeinschaft Milli Gériis
28 Febbraio - @

#Idlib’den gelen sehit haberlerinden dolay: derin bir Gzintd
duyuyoruz. Cenab-1 Hak hepsine rahmet eylesin, yaralilara acil
sifalar versin. Geride kalanlara sa... Altro...

rofondamente rattristati per la notizia del martire di
#Idlib. Che Dio abbia pieta di tutti loro, e concedi una pronta
guarigione ai feriti. Preghiamo pazienza per coloro che
vengono indietro.

£ - Nascondi traduzione - Valuta questa traduzione

Two months later, the same account publishes the photdafkésh military uniform and the comment:
ol wish mercy from Allah to our soldiers who were martyred in Afrin, patience for their relatives, an
urgent healing to our wounded soldiers

CISMG GT Imperia
e e
Afri sehit o s fimi
3
y

On June 18, 2019 the same account publishes a photo in honor of former EgygiaanistPresident
Mohamed Morsy=

CISMG GT Imperia
ug @

]
':I:‘»"‘ I“, sk (o
5 ICMC
49 https://www.facebook.com/IGMGIMPERI/photos/1933541800307709
50 https://www.facebook.com/IG MGIMPERI/‘g}hotos/2262631704065382
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In October 2020, the Facebook page belonging to Milli Géialg posted several articles that strongly
criticized the strong measures taken by FrdPreisident Emmanuel Macron against political Islarn.

Comunita Islamica Milli Gorus-Italia
6 ottobre - @

Comunita Islamica Milli Gorus-Italia
* 6ottobre - @

CAMIAHABER.COM

PERSPEKTIF.EU
Macron‘a Tepkiler Biiyliyor: "Aciklamalar Endise Verici"

Fransa Cumhurbagkani Emmanuel Macron'un gegen hafta "Islamci ...

IGMG Genel Baskani Ergiin: Macron'un Agiklamalari Endise
Verici

Q1 0:

At this point, is it credible to state that Milli Gorus is not active in political propagdhda®ms that the
organi zationds Italian branch goes Alakishgsigion® nd
therefore falling into therapofhes o cal | ed dApol i ti cal l sl amo.

6.La Luce News ( i andigscdnmegibnttooTurkég ws )

In the second half of 2019 a new website in Italian languageeeber nonmainstream scerte provide
news with a perspective that is neither aligned with the Adausitions nor with the nationalist and
identity-driven vision that looks towards Moscow.

This is clearly stated in a long article published by the website on Oct82628 to celebratene year of
activity:

fiOn the front of international relations, press and local politics are divided between adherence to 1
Atlantic position in a progressive sauce cloaked phany discourse on democracy and human rigind

on the other handa conusedpro-Russian and prd rumpianvisionthatsees in Putin an idol of the strong
man and the fidefense of European identityo, i
However,a few lines downla Luce Newsbringsf or war d what they define
movement s0 acti ve thenobjectiveeofvidwing bventg anrtHe dMiddienEdst and the
Medi terranean with fAa different perspectiveo.
A couple of lines further down, the website writes:

fi é t e mdve explicit, our constant report on the repression oluslim Brotherhoodn Egypt ensures
that this painful reality is not forgotten in Italy. This is why we have chosen Mohamed Morsi as the mai
the year 2019, a symbol of the fight against anyy that afflicts the Arabslamic world .

I n the successive paragraph, the website poi
UAE, and the Gulf States before moving on to the most interesting part of the article - Thelgrpvision:

51 https://perspektif.eu/2020/10/06/macraepkilerbuyuyoraciklamalarendise
verici/?fbclid=IwAR2SU9YOLwWO1GcRrsadPAY2fE09gpBuJ_HdWIqvqilgiARTKHBKyYtZ8dTPg
52 https://camiahaber.com/2020/10/06/igmenetbaskaniergunmacronunaciklamalariendise
verici/?fbclid=IwAROVTdxHQGj0z86soH28mHovxpOLUIdkuJdImPBL5ufX1ZKnpOourA4yOw
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https://perspektif.eu/2020/10/06/macron-a-tepkiler-buyuyor-aciklamalar-endise-verici/?fbclid=IwAR2SU9YOLwO1GcRrsadPAY2fEo9gpBuJ_HdWlqvgilqiARfKHBKytZ8dTPg
https://camiahaber.com/2020/10/06/igmg-genel-baskani-ergun-macronun-aciklamalari-endise-verici/?fbclid=IwAR0VTdxHQGj0z6r6soH28mHovxp0LUldkuJdImPBL5ufX1ZKnpOourA4y0w
https://camiahaber.com/2020/10/06/igmg-genel-baskani-ergun-macronun-aciklamalari-endise-verici/?fbclid=IwAR0VTdxHQGj0z6r6soH28mHovxp0LUldkuJdImPBL5ufX1ZKnpOourA4y0w

fiHere is where Turkey moves in, averting a danger that would have further compromised the stabilit
the area and lItalian interests. We have closely observed teeneegence of the Turkish power, first
indicating the need for Italy to find a strategiartner in Ankara é

And again:

fiRealizing the full potential of the rebirth of what was the cornerstone of the Ottoman Empire and
implications for the world and for our country, we have tried to give Turkey an image of truth to reme
the shortsighted Turcophobic propaganda spreadrbost of our med@as

While the content speaks for itself, it remains unclear how Italy would benefit from an alliance with Turke
However, the most interesting part of the whiskue isto see how La Luce News shows no hesitancy in
declaring its preMuslim Brotherhood and pfrdurkish stanceSomething that should not come as a

surprise, as it will soon be exposed.

In order to see the ideological line of the website, it is useful to take a look at the articles published betv
October % and Decembet 1™ 2020, most of which either cover Turkish foreign policies, tlgdio
Karabakh fighting between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and the French measures against Islamism
Appendix 1 for a list of articles).

On December'?, the website published an article against the killing of Iranian nuclear sciotisen
Fakhrizadeh and accusing the f Zdnductsi uscth Satcattieoon sosfwibtel
On December 1, an article signed by Roberto Hamza Piccardo compares a new Fremachioadization

|l aw to Aconcentration camps for Muslimsod on F
perpetrated in ioccupied Palestineo.

7. The team and its conections to political Islam

To properly understand the relations between La Luce News and the Italian political Islam area two s
must be taken: firstly, it is necessary to outline the management of the news sigenamdfthe
contributors; secondly, it is essential to take a look at their activist background.

As indicatedon the website, the management is under the direction of the brothers Davide and Gabr
Piccardo, respectively editing director and managing director.

The two are the sons of Roberto Hamza Piccardo, former member of the UCOII directive and forn
spokesman for the European Muslim Network, whose presidency at the time was help by Tarig Rama
The Piccardo family is based in Imperia, one of the cities wiMdleGorus maintains a strong presence.

UCOIIl has often been indicated as directly or indirectly linked to the Muslim Brotherhood. Tt
organizationclaimed that such ties are limited to the personal militancysame individualsand its
managementetates more closely to other groups suclhasEuropean Council for Fatwa and Research,
European Islam, scholars like the Mufti of Egypt Ali Gomaa, Tarig Raméattamever, it is important to
keep in mind thathe European Council for Fatwa and Reseangtader isYusuf atQaradawi, the leading
ideologue of the Muslim Brotherhopahile Ali Gomaa is also a member of the organization
Additionally, it is essentiato recall thatOn June 12th, 2020, the Secret@gneral of the Great Mosque
of Rome,which is also the headquarterf t he Al sl ami c @ ulltlwr,alDrCe
Redouane, published a long statementtone or gani zati onds Facebook

53 https://www.laluce.news/2020/10/03Aamnodi-luce-tutto-controcorrente/

54 hitps://www.laluce.news/2020/12/02/ctakhrizadehcontinuala-stragedi-scienziatiiraniankin-totaleimpunita/

55 hitps://www.laluce.news/2020/12/1 lfiranciacampidi-concentramentperi-musulmanice-la-propostadi-legge/
56 hitps://www.libriislam.it/bookauthor/hamzaobertepiccardo/

57 http://www.fiabastrocca.it/hamm)bertopic‘c%e\\rdo.html
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https://www.libriislam.it/book-author/hamza-roberto-piccardo/
http://www.fiabastrocca.it/hamza-roberto-piccardo.html

disseminating falsehood and being part of the Mushind its historial president, Syrian doctor
Mohammed Nour D thefduader of the MuslbneBrotherhodd inltaly, as al r ea
by the Italian media and by the ITCseoste

Going back to La Luce News hile Gabriele Piccardo is an active journalgto has been writing for local
news in Imperia, his brother Davide is wielown for his pre Morsy and preErdogan activismyhich
waswidely documented by the Italian media:sess e

Back in July 2014the Italian Jewish community was enraged by a Facebook post writtBage
Piccardo(who was at the time Caim Coordinatancerningthe clashes occurring outside a Paris
synagogue during a pi#alestinian demonstratiom.h e p o  finitaslaapaahiadii ( t h éme go o
finished).

Piccardo later explained that whatfeallyme a nt  wthestime df mdifferénce is finally over, that
sensibility and solidarity towards Palestine is growing and that those who suppoit $8naes will have

to deal with thig e

Davide Piccardo in activity

PR

58 https://itct.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2020/08/Muslilrotherhoodin-Italy.pdf
59 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/grans®scheaomaallucoii-sietefratelli-musulmanil869880.html
60 https://www.centromachiavelli.com/2020/07/07/grarmdeschearedouaneucoii-fratelli-musulmani/
61 hitps://lucefm.it/fmitalia/6-la-grandemoscheadi-romaallucoii-sietefratelli-musulmani.html
62 https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/moschegiaromaaccusaucoii-vicini-a-fratelli-musulmaniislamin-italia-si-
spacca/2035731/
63 hitps://www.imperiapost.it/author/gabriele
64 hitps://www.tempi.itAimilanesidevonesaperechi-sonei-musumani-con-cui-trattapisapiaperla-moschea/
55 hitps://www.progettodreyfus.com/davigiccardedifende estremistasuwaidan/
66 hitps://www.focusonisrael.org/2016/05/19/miladavide piccardecaiminvita-tarig-ramadartra-fratelli-musulman
evidentementeeintesa/
57 https://lanuovabag.it/it'unaoschegertutti-solo-peri-fratelli-musulmani
68 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/ecddegamisegretimoscheamilanesie-fratelli-musulmanil014808.html
69 https://www.milanotoday.it/politica/palestifisraelepacchiapiccardo.html
0 https://milano.corriere.it/notizie/cronaca/l14 luglio 17/goestistiga-all-odio-tensioneebreimusulmanizd75d08e0d7e
11e49f11-cbaOb313a927.shtml .
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https://itct.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Muslim-Brotherhood-in-Italy.pdf
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronache/grande-moschea-roma-allucoii-siete-fratelli-musulmani-1869880.html
https://www.centromachiavelli.com/2020/07/07/grande-moschea-redouane-ucoii-fratelli-musulmani/
https://lucefm.it/fm-italia/6-la-grande-moschea-di-roma-allucoii-siete-fratelli-musulmani.html
https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/moschea-di-roma-accusa-ucoii-vicini-a-fratelli-musulmani-islam-in-italia-si-spacca/2035731/
https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/moschea-di-roma-accusa-ucoii-vicini-a-fratelli-musulmani-islam-in-italia-si-spacca/2035731/
https://www.imperiapost.it/author/gabriele
https://www.tempi.it/i-milanesi-devono-sapere-chi-sono-i-musulmani-con-cui-tratta-pisapia-per-la-moschea/
https://www.progettodreyfus.com/davide-piccardo-difende-estremista-suwaidan/
https://www.focusonisrael.org/2016/05/19/milano-davide-piccardo-caim-invita-tariq-ramadan-tra-fratelli-musulmani-evidentemente-ce-intesa/
https://www.focusonisrael.org/2016/05/19/milano-davide-piccardo-caim-invita-tariq-ramadan-tra-fratelli-musulmani-evidentemente-ce-intesa/
https://lanuovabq.it/it/una-moschea-per-tutti-solo-per-i-fratelli-musulmani
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/ecco-i-legami-segreti-moschee-milanesi-e-fratelli-musulmani-1014808.html
https://www.milanotoday.it/politica/palestina-israele-pacchia-piccardo.html
https://milano.corriere.it/notizie/cronaca/14_luglio_17/quel-post-istiga-all-odio-tensione-ebrei-musulmani-7d75d08e-0d7e-11e4-9f11-cba0b313a927.shtml
https://milano.corriere.it/notizie/cronaca/14_luglio_17/quel-post-istiga-all-odio-tensione-ebrei-musulmani-7d75d08e-0d7e-11e4-9f11-cba0b313a927.shtml

‘\ Davide Piccardo

Mi piace - Commenta - Condividi B4

Davide Piccardo and Tarig Ramadan

Among La LuceNews contributors, it is also possible to find several other interesting profiles, includin
Davideds already <cited ;fltaianhntelHectudls Kliehelangelo Baida arad
Giuseppe Manciniwho have studied in Turkey and have also ghaw extensive interest in Erdogan
Sante Ciccarello, Islamic Relief Worldwide Governance Mana@arlo Delnevo father of Giuliano
Delnevo, Italian convert and foreign fighter who died in Syria in 2013 dursQuisayr battle):

Among those who used to appear in the team page, but is currenlilstesdbanymore, was Omar Abdel
Aziz, who had been photographed and filmed next to Muslim Brotherhood member Salah Sultan in
summer of 2013 -AdawiyWasquare,dsrintgiR aieMoasy mdtests. Sultan is a well
known Islamist activist witla long history of making extremist and antisemitic statememds former
member of the Morsy government:

“https://genova.repubblica.it/cronaca/2015/12/02/news/_del nevo non era_reclutatore archiviesta irschi genovese m
orto_in_sirial28638551/
72 https://www.globalmbwatch.com/salsultan/
73 https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2012/02/06/safalitanwantsyoungpeopleto-preparefor-jihad/
74 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/islaiimam-chefanno-paural102975.html
7S https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/integralisgtiimam-vietati-tutte-foto-cheinguaianepd-1264759.htmi
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https://genova.repubblica.it/cronaca/2015/12/02/news/_del_nevo_non_era_reclutatore_archiviata_inchiesta_sul_genovese_morto_in_siria-128638551/
https://www.globalmbwatch.com/salah-sultan/
https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2012/02/06/salah-sultan-wants-young-people-to-prepare-for-jihad/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/islam-imam-che-fanno-paura-1102975.html
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/integralisti-e-imam-vietati-tutte-foto-che-inguaiano-pd-1264759.html

Omar Abdel '

Altro ~

Diario Informazioni Foto Amici

Omar and Ahmed Abdel Aziz with Salah Sultan at the Alleanza Islamica HQ in Milan

Omar 6s brother, Ahmed, wa sCobrditamento Associ&ieri lalamicloemis
Milano-CAIM, whose coordinatostill seems to bdealL uc e Ne ws aod DavidenPgccarda
CAIlI M6s pruggiechent i s Osman Duran, who is also

The designation was even celebrated witeh an a
Ahmed Abdel Aziz waslso coordinator for a former pfdorsy committee known aomitato Liberta e

by

Democrazia(peereedomgandoDemocracy for Egypto)

same address wherel | eanza | s [(Issamic Alllancel di Italyawashased. Now, Alleanza
Islamica was included in a blacklist terror groupglesignated in 2015 by the United Arab Emirgtes
39)_7879

76 https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/milano/milansalahaaccolte movimentoeislamicosegnalatagermanial484268.html
7 https://www.cismg.net/haber/caibaskanliginacismgbolge baskaniosmandurangetirildi
8 https://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middkest/2014/11/15/UAEormally-blacklists82-groupsasterrorist
9 https://www.iltempo.it/cronache/2014/11/18/news/alleaisi@micad-italia-nellalista-dek-terrore 960367/
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Screenshots taken from the Freedom and Democracy Committee for Egypt

8. Therelations with Milli Gorus

At this point, it is essential toutlinethe connections between La Luce News and Milli Gorus, which once
again bring to surface the role of the Piccardo family.

In October 2019, Milli Gorus Milan representaivend regional president Osman Duran were at the
inauguration of La Luce Newwith editing directorDavide who was indeed a frequent speaker at the
or gani z at.iAddiidnally, ksvathartReberto also appears with the Milli Gorus leadergksp
already cited, the organization maintains an histdgicstrong presence in Imperia, where the family is
based|t is also important to recall once again how Osman Duran cgvessdencyboth at CAIM and

Milli Gorus.

Davide and RobertBiccardo with Italian Milli Gorus representatives, including Osman Duran

It is clear how the prdurkey ideological propaganda is being carried out through both the religious ar
the media channel. After all, neither Milli Gorus nor La Luce News make auatystery about it. While
the first one candidly publishes posts on its social media pages, the new website clearly indicdtes

form its pro-Turkey position

FiY
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